
IPS Health Guidelines for 2022-2023 School Year

These guidelines are subject to change based on recommendations from the New York City Department of
Health (NYCDOH) and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).

On June 18th, 2022, the CDC granted Emergency Use Authorization for the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna
vaccines for children aged 6 months through five years of age.  The CDC and American Association of
Pediatrics recommend children receive this vaccination.  IPS continues to encourage families to follow the
guidance of the CDC.  Currently, IPS is not mandating vaccination for students against COVID-19, but we
reserve the right to mandate at a later date.

As mandated by the NYCDOH, all IPS employees are fully vaccinated against COVID-19, including at least
one booster shot.

Our Health Guidelines are divided into two categories: individuals fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and
individuals not fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

1. Health and Safety

Child Arrival at IPS
• Prior to your child entering the school building, a health check must be completed by the

parent/caregiver bringing your child to school.
• The short health questionnaire is part of the process to check-in your child using the Brightwheel app.

New families will be sent information for using the app and provided with a code for check in.
• All children will follow proper hand washing/sanitizing upon entering the building.
• Mask wearing is optional, as per the NYCDOH.  If you would like your child to wear a mask while at

school, please let your teachers know.  Masks will be available to anyone requiring one.

Visitors to IPS
• All visitors are required to show proof of vaccination and fill out a visitor form before entering the

building.
• We continue to limit the number of parents/caregivers/visitors at IPS while children are in the building.
• All visitors will follow proper hand washing/sanitizing upon entering the building.
• Mask wearing is optional, as per the NYCDOH.  Masks will be available to anyone requiring one.
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PPE Supplies Available
• We have ample PPE and sanitizing supplies available for anyone in need.
• Masks are provided for staff, children and any visitor who does not have a mask and wants to wear one.
• Nitrile gloves are located in all classrooms, bathrooms, and common spaces.

Returning to school after being out due to illness (not COVID)
• For employees and fully vaccinated students:

○ They must be fever and symptom free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication before
returning to school.

○ They must submit a negative COVID-19 test (antigen or PCR) or a doctor’s note clearing the
person to return to school.

• For unvaccinated students:
○ They must be fever and symptom free for 48 hours without fever reducing medication before

returning to school.
○ Parents must submit two negative COVID antigen tests taken at least 24 hours apart, a negative

PCR test, or a doctor’s note clearing the child to return to school.

Returning to school after being out due to COVID-19 infection
• For employees and fully vaccinated students, they can return to school when all of the following are

met:
○ It is after Day 5 (where Day 1 is the day after symptoms began or, if they have no symptoms, the

day after their test date).
○ They have no COVID-19 symptoms or symptoms are improving.
○ They have not had a fever for the past 24 hours without use of fever-reducing medicine.
○ They are able to wear a well-fitting mask through day 10.

• For unvaccinated students, they can return to school when all of the following are met:
○ It is after Day 10 (where Day 1 is the day after symptoms began or, if they have no symptoms,

the day after their test date).
○ Their symptoms have improved.
○ They have not had a fever for the prior 48 hours without use of fever-reducing medication.

Returning to school after being a close contact of someone with COVID-19
• For employees and fully vaccinated students:

○ They can return to school with a negative antigen test taken before arriving at school.
○ They must submit a second negative antigen test taken 24 hours after the first test

• For unvaccinated students, they can return to school when all of the following are met:
○ It is after Day 5 (where Day 1 is the day after their last close contact).
○ They have no COVID-19 symptoms.
○ They test negative for COVID-19 on Day 5 or later

■ If using at-home tests, they must take two tests at least 24 hours apart on days 4 and 5 or
later.

○ They are able to consistently wear a well-fitting mask through day 10.
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Returning to IPS after traveling by airplane domestically or internationally
• For employees and fully vaccinated students:

○ They must submit a negative antigen or PCR test to return to school.
○ If using an antigen test, a second test must be taken at least 24 hours after the first test.

• For unvaccinated students:
○ They must quarantine for 3-5 days after returning home and then must submit a negative antigen

or PCR test.
■ If using an antigen test, they must take two tests at least 24 hours apart before leaving

quarantine and returning to school.

Returning to IPS after school breaks
• Following long weekends and school breaks, IPS may require a negative COVID-19 test to return to

school.
• If testing is required, email reminders will be sent.

IT IS BEST PRACTICE TO CONSULT WITH YOUR PEDIATRICIAN IF YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS ABOUT SYMPTOMS OR ILLNESSES.

**If your child has come into contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, or your child
has tested positive for COVID-19, please notify the school immediately.**

Confirmed COVID-19 cases at IPS
• IPS is required to report all COVID-19 cases to the NYCDOH.
• The NYCDOH will decide the course of action the school will need to take.
• Confidentiality: All cases of COVID-19 and suspicion of cases of COVID-19 will be kept in

confidence.

Here are resources for COVID-19 testing:
Sameday-testing.com
Rapidtestcenter.us
conciergecovidtest.nyc
citymd.com
medriteurgentcare.com
LabQ.com

Consult your pediatrician/family physician. You may have a resource closer to your home. You do not have to
use one of these.

2. Teaching and Learning

In our classrooms
• IPS will continue to follow the play-based learning curriculum that the school has been committed to.
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• Limited number of soft or plush toys will be used.
• Toys/materials will be cleaned in between each use.
• Students will wash or sanitize hands in between each activity.
• Teachers will use developmentally appropriate methods to adhere to social distancing practices, mask

wearing, and hand hygiene.
• All classrooms, offices and common rooms have HEPA air purifiers.
• Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected throughout the day.
• Electrostatic sprayers are used for overnight sanitizing of classrooms and common spaces.

Social/emotional learning and development
• Work with Soho Parenting Center to offer workshops for parents on anxiety.
• Make resources available to faculty and staff for personal counseling.
• Monitor children’s social emotional development and reach out to families/provide accommodations if a

child is struggling.

Children with special needs
• Continue to work closely with families for whom we feel evaluations/support services are needed.
• Refer to both private providers and NYC Department of Education and NYC Committee on Preschool

Special Education(CPSE).
• Follow the guidelines for allowing Special Education Itinerant Teachers (SEIT) into school.
• Any SEITs/providers in building will abide by IPS’s policies for health and safety.

Nutrition
• Snacks will be served individually to each child.
• All full day children bring their own lunch.
• Teachers will follow the required guidelines for food handling.
• Teachers will ensure that allergy protocols are followed (no nuts/seeds).

Communications
• Add all health guidelines into the Family Handbook as an addendum.
• Continue on-going/as needed updated communications with families and employees.
• Alert Now system in place for emergency communications.

3. Facilities

Should a child become sick while at school
• A staff member will remain with the sick child until a parent/caregiver arrives.
• Custodial/cleaning staff will properly sanitize the area after use.

Technology
• Parents/Caregivers will continue to use the Brightwheel app to sign in/out, but will sign in/out from their

own devices.
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• Teachers will sanitize classroom iPad after use.
• The technology teacher will sanitize all devices between student use during Technology specialty class.

Admissions
• Parent tours during the school day will be done remotely.
• Individual in person tours will be conducted after school hours.  Parents will be required to show proof

of vaccination.
• Admissions Open Houses will be planned to allow prospective parents to view our facility in person.

All in-person admissions activities/events will occur outside the school day, when students are not
present.

• Applicant parents will submit a three minute video of their child and we will plan for an in person play
session in February.

Staffing/human resources
• The school has staffed appropriately for the number of students and social guideline requirements.
• All administrative staff will adhere to social distancing guidelines in their work areas.
• COVID-19 vaccination documentation will be collected and kept on file in the HR office.
• Mandatory COVID-19 vaccination policy, including receiving at least one booster shot, for all

employees has been adopted by the IPS Board of Directors.

School closing considerations and notifications
• Should the school/a classroom need to close on short notice, the Alert Now system will be used to notify

families.
• If there is a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19, parents will be notified and given the protocols

to follow, based on their child’s vaccination status.
• IPS will follow the guidelines for notifying the NYCDOH and provide the information needed for

tracking and tracing.
• School will remain closed in compliance with the NYCDOE, NYCDOH and NYS mandates.
• Should IPS be required to close for an unknown amount of time, as per a mandate from the NYCDOH

or the NYSDOH, the school will develop a plan to continue learning and support families.
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